Enhancing the role of physicians in the cost-effective use of pharmaceuticals.
The appropriate use of pharmaceuticals, like much else in medicine, is receiving increased public scrutiny. Health care practitioners are looking for ways to reduce costs without negatively influencing quality of care. This article reviews methods for physicians and pharmacists to work together to implement cost-effective prescribing practices and assess clinical outcomes. These methods include educational initiatives, administrative programs to restrict ordering practices, use of formularies and prescribing guidelines, financial incentives, and programs that support physician and pharmacist collaboration.